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FAW solicits business backing for
wilderness designations in ANF

By BRIAN FERRY

bferry@timesobserver.com

Regional businesses are
weighing in on wilderness.

According to Friends of
Allegheny Wilderness
(FAW), more than 100 busi-
nesses in the state have ex-
pressed their support for
more wilderness in the Al-
legheny National Forest.

“Wilderness designation
is the highest level of protec-

tion that can be given federal
public lands, leaving them in
their natural condition by law
in perpetuity,” FAW Execu-
tive Director Kirk Johnson
said.

Although the Allegheny
National Forest Plan recently
published by the U.S.
Forestry Service does not call
for more wilderness, Con-
gress ultimately makes the
decision to designate wilder-
ness.

Several county businesses
are among those in support of
the FAW effort.

The potential tourism ben-
efit of wilderness are on most
of their minds.

“We have to rely on the
wilderness to build some
kind of economic stability,”
Legends Restaurant Owner
Don Navaroli said. “With the
decline of industry and jobs,
the only resource we have
left is our wilderness.”

“We think it’s vital to our
economy,” he said.

More wilderness “could
be a shot in the arm,” Al-
legheny Cellars Winery
Owner Alan Chapel said.

“I think tourists would
like to see trees and forest
and wildlife, more than they
would oil rigs and muddy
roads,” Chapel said. “The Al-
legheny National Forest is
the land of many uses, it

See BACKING /A-5
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