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HARRISBURG. PENNSYLVANIA
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‘Architect of wilderness’

Pennsylvanian who wrote preservation law honored

“Here are bits of-eternity, which have a preciousness beyond all

accounting.”

Many' have

waxed eloquently about wilder-
ness, the protection of which, like
the creation of national parks,
ranks among America’s finest con-
tributions to mankind. . -

‘But it was a Pennsylvanian,
Howard Zahniser, who is credited
as the architect of the 1964 Wilder-
ness Act, under which 104 million
acres of land “retaining its prime-
val character” have since been pre-
served in their natural state.

Tomorrow, along the banks of
the Allegheny River, just north of
Tionesta in the Allegheny National
Forest, a state historical marker
will be dedicated commemorating
the lifelong contribution of Zahnis-
er to wilderness preservation.

A native of the Forest County

—Harvey Broome, co-founder
of The Wilderness Society

community in northwest Pennsyl-
vania, Zahniser was executive di-
rector of The Wilderness Society, a
post he held for nearly two dec-
ades, when he drafted a bill in 1956
to protect America’s remaining
wilderness areas. Some eight years
and 66 drafts later, the legislation

. was approved by Congress and

signed into law by President Lyn-
don B. Johnson. '

For much of man’s existence
conquering the wilderness was

- life’s greatest challenge.

Today the challenge is to pre-
serve what “bits of- eternity” re-
main to refresh the spirit, reveal
nature’s secrets not yet exposed
and to gauge the measure of our
respect for the mnatural realm of
our existence. Zahniser was a lead-
erin making that possible.



