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Allegheny Forest gets

push for wilderness

12% of land would be free of development

By Don Hopey
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Stephen Robar, a political sci-
ence professor at the University
of Pittsburgh at Bradford, enjoys
hiking and snowshoeing in the
Allegheny National Forest and
wants to see wilderness opportu-
nities for those recreational pur-
suits preserved and expanded.

That's why Dr. Robar joined
33 other scientists and academ-
ics last week in endorsing a
proposal to decignate eight new
wilderness areas totaling 54,640
acres on the national forest in
Elk, Forest, McKean and War-
ren counties.

“This is a very reasonable
effort to bring balanced wilder-

ness values to the Allegheny
National Forest, where the
inclusion of some additional
wilderness uses is warranted,”
said Dr. Robar, who is also direc-
tor of the environmental studies
program at Pitt Bradford. “I'm
in full support of the various,
multiple uses of the forest, but
sportsmen, recreationalists and
backpackers could all benefit
from more wilderness.”

The six-page letter signed by
Dr. Robar and a host of bota-
nists, biologists, herpetologists,
ecologists and economists sup-
ports the wilderness designa-
tion proposal of the Friends of
Allegheny Wilderness, a group

SEE FOREST, PAGE A-4
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