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The
flatlander
and the
backhoe

In the still beauty of

the Allegheny National
Forest, | heard banging
... S0 | got busy trying to
save the land | love, says
R. ALAN KLENOVICH

olks in the Allegheny

National Forest region

could accurately term
me a “flatlander.” Some
might refer to me as a “mup-
ear.”

Well, I am a mup-ear. And
I have been coming up here
since I was 12 years old. In the
past 50 years I have made over
550 trips to the forest from
Mercer County at around 250
miles per round trip. That
comes to 137,500 miles or the
same as circling Earth 5.5
times. So, yes, I guess you
could say this flatlander is a
true mup-ear.

Our family owns a home
within the forest, about a mile
back in the woods on a private
road. I have spent weekends,
holidays and vacations there
with friends and family most
of my adult life.

Now that I am retired I
spend much more time in
McKean County than I do in
Mercer County. My wife is not
necessarily what you would
call an outdoors person, but
she has never begrudged me a
moment of time in the moun-
tains. And even though she
does not share my passion
for the hills she understands
the lure which the area has
always had for me. We even
spent our honeymoon at Dew-
drop Campground on the
Allegheny Reservoir.

My family, friends and I
have hunted, hiked, picnicked,
cross-country skied, bicycled,
ATV’d, snowmobiled, motor-
cycled, swam, fished, canoed,
boated, water-skied, photo-
graphed and visited historical
sites throughout the Allegh-
eny National Forest and its
environs. I used to tell my
father I would like to live up
here full time. Pap always said
I would get tired of it. Well,
my Pap was right about a lot
of things, but he was wrong
about that. I have never tired
of the area and seriously doubt
Iever will.

A couple of years ago on a
cold, snowy day in February,
I decided to hike the Morrison
Run trail along Route 59 near
Rimrock Overlook. It was a
still, ideal winter day, and
there were no footprints lead-
ing into the woods.

About a half hour into my
hike I was brought up short
by a loud noise which at first I
thought to be gunfire. I contin-
ued on and several moments
later I heard the same sound
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