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Howard Zahniser’s 1937 Allegheny szer Journal Now Avazlable

Howard Zahniser
(1906-1964), longtime di-
rector of The Wilderness
Society and primary au-
thor of the federal Wilder-
ness Act of 1964, hailed
from Tionesta, Pennsylva-
nia, along the Allegheny
River.

In June of 1937, Zahn-
iser and his wife of one
year, Alice (1918-2014),
took an epic 14-day, 100-
mile canoe trip down the
Allegheny River from
Olean, New York, to Tio-
nesta. It was a continuous
river trip then, there being
no Kinzua Dam. North
of Tionesta, the couple
camped on Thompson’s
Island, now part of the
110-million-acre National
Wilderness Preservation
System that the Wilder-
ness Act created.

The Warren-based
non-profit  organization
Friends of Allegheny Wil-
derness (FAW) has pub-
lished Zahniser’s journal
from that 1937 trip, Al-
isonoward, which is avail-
able online at http://ti-
nyurl.com/alisonoward.
In the second to last entry
of Alisonoward, Zahniser
observed his surround-
ings as they drew closer
to Tionesta:

It was a clear blue June
day. The sky was especially
beautiful, with cumulus,
cirrus, and stratus clouds
all day. As we went under
a bridge at West Hickory,
we saw two eagles ﬂymg
high over the “narrows.
We were much mterested
in fish jumping and in the
green herons, standing on

an anchored boat. A duck

flew up from the river as we |

neared Tubbs Run's mouth
and circled high in the air
in ascending spirals and up
Tubbs Run Valley....As we
came near Tionesta we fol-
lowed small currents close
to the left bank, despite the
shallow water, as we hoped
to land at the cemetery.

The Wilderness Act
that Zahniser authored
provides mechanisms for
setting aside significant
tracts of federal land in
perpetuity for primitive
recreation, hunting, and
fishing opportunities.
Wilderness, according to
the Wilderness Act, is an
area “..where the earth
and its community of life
are untrammeled by man,
where man himself is a
visitor who does not re-
main.”

In Pennsylvania’s Al-

legheny National For- |

est (ANF) there are two

designated = wilderness

areas: Allegheny Islands
Wilderness and Hickory
Creek Wilderness, total-
ling approximately 9,000
acres - less than two
cent of the 513,300-acre
forest. FAW has proposed
that an additional 50,000
acres be protected under
the Wilderness Act.
Wilderness is impor-
tant because among other
reasons it is the only land
in the country where na-
ture is the primary influ-
ence across the landscape,
and where threatened and
endangered species can
find undisturbed refuge
and high quality habitat.

ALISONOWARD

100 Miles on the Allegheny River, 1937

Howard and Alice
Zahniser are laid to rest
beside their beloved Al-
legheny River in Tiones-
ta’s Riverside Cemetery.
With characteristic word-
play, Zahniser named
their: canoe and his jour-
nal Alisonoward, linking
the couples’ first names.
The journal is published
to support designating
more wilderness in the
ANFE.

Alisonoward clocks in
at 76 pages, and includes
actual photographs from
the Zahniser’s canoe trip,

as well as three rare ap-
pendices. Bookstores and
other booksellers can or-
der multiple copies for
resale from FAW at a re-

duced rate perbook. Con-
tact FAW at info@pawild.
org to find out how.

Individuals may pur-
chase a copy of the book
from Lulu.com at: http:/ /
tinyurl.com/alisonoward

Proceeds from the sales
of Alisonoward go to ben-
efit FAW.



