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Wilderness Graffiti

FAW leader says
vandalism on rise
in national forest

By BRIAN COLLINS

beollins@timesot

A developing trend of vandalism within the Al-
legheny National Forest has the Friends of Alleghe-
ny Wilderness (FAW) on the lookout.

“There appears to be a growing trend of flagrant
desecration of our sacred nature reserves by using
spray paint within both the Hickory Creek Wilder-
ness and Allegheny Islands Wilderness in recent
years,” reported FAW Executive Director Kirk
Johnson. “This has been occuring for a number of
years. Even as you get out further into the wilder-
ness, there have been occurences. The most pro-
nounced and egregious incident is the most recent
one in the Hickory Creek Wilderness area.”

The extent and area that the vandalism has affect-
ed is severe enough that Johnson hopes the US For-
est Service will get involved.

The markings appear to have occured last sum-
mer or early last fall, according to Johnson, who
first noticed them during a trail clean-up during the
last week of September 2012.
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the circumference of the
larger trees along the trails -
some of which reach nearly
five-feet around.

“Our message is that we
want the public to know that
they shouldn’t paint any
‘blazes’ along any hiking
trail,” said Johnson of the
damage. “In the wilderness,
people should practice
Leave No Trace principles.”

The spray paint seems to
be an apparent attempt by
amateurs to ‘blaze’ or mark
the trail despite the presence
of the original trail markers.
“The trail is already blazed
with white paint,” Johnson
explained as he pointed to a
white mark on a tree nearby.
“The white paint will wear
off eventually and won’t be
re-painted. By the time that
happens, the trail will be ob-
vious enough, but it’s still a
fairly new trail right now.”

According to Johnson,
separate incidents at Crulls
Island in the Allegheny Is-
lands Wilderness were just
as severe. “This is a federal-
ly designated wilderness,”
he said, “a sacred nature re-
serve is where the preserva-

tion of wilderness values is
paramount over all other
conceivable concerns for all
time to come.”

According to Kathryn
Mohney of the US Forest
Service, offenses associated
with damaglng any natural
resource or property of the
federal government, includ-
ing timber. Title 18 of the
United States Code, Section
1361, is the most common
statute used to prosecute Vvi-
olators. The penalties for vi-
olations of this Section are

tied to the extent of the

property damage. If the
damage exceeds $100, the
defendant is subject to a fine
of up to $250,000, ten years
imprisonment, or both.
When property damage
does not exceed $100, the
offense is a misdemeanor

unishable by a fine of up to
5100,000, one year impris-
onment, or both.

At this time, the USFS is
not involved in the investi-
gation, but Special Agent
Bill Mickle did stress the
importance of timeliness in
the reporting of such acts.



