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A 236-year-old Mystery

Was the Battle of Thompson’s Island really on
the island or somewhere else in Warren County?
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The battle was part of an
expedition led by Colonel
Daniel Brodhead, with the
permission of General
George Washington, that
came up the Allegheny
River from Fort Pitt, mod-
ern day Pittsburgh, leaving
on Aug. 11, 1779.

“Around August 18, an
advance guard of Brod-
head’s men came upon 30
to 40 Allegheny Seneca...
and a battle ensued,” Hein-
rich wrote, “resulting in
three American wounded
and five Seneca killed; the
rest retreated.”

Brodhead’s report of the
expedition to Washington
said that three of his men
were wounded “and they
so slightly that they con-
tinued on the march the
following morning.”

Brodhead continued up
the Allegheny, past the
Brokenstraw and
Conewango creeks. His re-
port states that “the troops
maintained on the ground
three whole days, destroy-
ing the (Seneca) towns and
corn fields.”

Of the fighting, he wrote
that - it took place “ten
miles this side of the
town,” presumably speak-
ing of the settlement at the
mouth of the Conewango,
the site of modern-day
Warren. .

“With input from stake-

“holders including the Al-

legheny National Forest,
the Seneca Nation of Indi-
ans and the Friends of Al-
legheny Wilderness, we
have prepared a Scope of
Work to be sent out to sev-
eral Cultural Resource
Management companies
for bid,” Heinrich wrote.

And what will the final
project include?

“When the project is
completed, we hope to
have a detailed history, in-
cluding GIS mapping, of
Brodhead’s campaign from
start to finish, a detailed
history, including GIS
mapping, of the Battle of
Thompson’s Island and ar-
chaeological survey to
both locate and delineate
the boundaries of the bat-
tlefield,” wrote Heinrich.



