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Call of the Wild
Photographic tribute to

wilderness at Crary Art Gallery
By BEN KLEIN
bklein@timesobserver.com
The Crary Art Gallery
and the Friends of Al-
legheny Wilderness will
host some of the nation’s
foremost wilderness pho-
tographers starting Satur-
day, Aug. 30, as part of
the Wilderness at 50:
Photographic Reflections
of the Legacy of Tiones-
ta Visionary Howard
Zahniser.
The exhibition features
four large-scale works
each by Craig Blacklock,
Clyde Butcher, Robert
Clements, Kevin Ebi,
Robbie George, Stephen
Gorman, Robert Glenn
Ketchum, Scot Miller,
David Muench, Marc
Muench, and Mark
Muse. Ebi, Gorman and
Muse will attend the
opening reception and
George and Ketchum
may visit the gallery lat-
er on.
Gallery talks will start

at 2 p.m. and a catered
reception will run from 5
to 8 p.m. Saturday.
Bill Meadows, former
president of the Wilder-
ness Society; Mathias
Zahniser, son of the
Wilderness Act; author
Howard Zahniser; and
Clyde Thompson, Al-
legheny National Forest
Supervisor will speak at
the gallery from 2 to 4
p.m.
A screening of “Green
Fire,” a documentary
about legendary environ-
mentalist Aldo Leopold
will run on Saturday,
Sept. 13, at 7 p.m.
Special hours at the
Crary Art Gallery for the
Wilderness at 50 show
from Aug. 30 to Sept. 28
are Thursday through

Saturday, noon to 6 p.m.;
Friday noon to 8 p.m.;
and Sunday noon to 4
p.m. The Crary Art
Gallery will also be open
on Labor Day, Monday,
Sept. 1.
Raised in Tionesta,

Zahniser was the primary
author of the Wilderness
Act of 1964 which es-
tablished the National
Wilderness Preservation
System that set aside
large tracts of federal
land in perpetuity where
nature is the primary in-
fluence. Over 109 mil-
lion acres are now pre-
served over 758 areas in
44 states.
“The Pennsylvania

watercolor show was cer-
tainly a big deal,” said
Thomas Paquette, Crary
board vice president, “as
was the Gerald Mead
Collection we showed
last year, but both shows
came to us prepackaged
to some extent. Wilder-
ness at 50 is without a
doubt the most ambitious
and high-profile under-
taking by the Crary so
far. We were happily
surprised that we were
able to attract some of
the best professional na-
ture photographers in
America to participate,
generously at their own
expense. It is kind of
humbling,” Crary Board
of Directors Vice Presi-
dent Thomas Paquette
said. “I hope lots of peo-
ple who have never been
to the gallery decide now
is the time to check it
out, because it is an
amazing opportunity for
Warrenites to see photos
by some of the top nature
photographers of our
time. It is not an exag-

geration to say that if
Ansel Adams were alive,
he would probably be in
this show too.”
Planning for the show

began more than two
years ago as Paquette
and Friends of Allegheny
Wilderness Executive
Director Kirk Johnson
previously collaborated
on a show depicting por-
tions of the Allegheny
National Forest at the
Crary Art Gallery called
“Picturing Wilderness”
in 2007.
“Friends of Allegheny
Wilderness and the Crary
are excited to have a
good representation of
the wide variety of
ecosystems that are en-
compassed by America’s
National Wilderness
Preservation System.
From the wetlands and
swamps of Florida
wilderness areas, to the
expansive waterways of

Minnesota’s Boundary
Waters Canoe Wilder-
ness, to mountainous
Alaskan wilderness areas
millions of acres in size,
the diversity of these
protected lands will be
striking to each gallery
visitor,” Friends of Al-
legheny Wilderness Ex-
ecutive Director Kirk
Johnson said. “We are
especially pleased to
have good representation
from our home North-
eastern deciduous forest
ecoregion with photos
from the Green Moun-
tain, Monongahela, and
White Mountain Nation-
al Forests represented —
in addition of course to
our own Allegheny Na-
tional Forest.”
The Crary Art Gallery

and the FAW also held a
photography contest pro-
filing two designated
wilderness are here in

the Allegheny National
Forest — Hickory Creek
and the Allegheny Is-
lands Wilderness Areas.
“Right alongside the
pros, we have some ex-
cellent photos by local
photographers who won
the contest we ran. And
visitors will see how
great our home-grown
talent is, too!” Paquette
said.
Photographers were
invited to explore and
photograph these two
very popular areas, and
submit their best photos
for possible inclusion in
the exhibition.
Winners of the contest
were Piper VanOrd for
her photos “Sunrise Re-
flection” and “First
Frost”; Judy Cole Blank
for her photo “Autumn
Aura” and Mark Hulings
for his photo “Beginning
of Time.”

TO DO
The following is a list of up-
coming local entertainment
events. The Times Observ-
er welcomes additions to
the list that are of commu-
nity interest. Club meetings
and closed gatherings are
not included. To add an
event, call features editor
Diana Paddock in the
newsroom at 723-8200 by
noon Monday.

Aug. 28-31: Holiday Camping
at the Warren County Fair-
grounds (730-2890 or 730-
4644)

Aug. 29: Music in the Park
sponsored by Northwest
Savings Bank, “Chaz”
(classic rock), Soldiers &
Sailors Park, Hickory St. at
Pennsylvania Ave. W.,
Warren, 7-9 p.m.

Aug. 30: Gold Wing Road
Riders Association,
Chapter “Q” of Warren
hosts second annual
“Crusin’ for St. Jude,” a
motorcycle charity ride
for all models and
makes of motorcycles,
Brokenstraw Camp-
grounds, Pittsfield; regis-
tration, 8 to 10 a.m.; 100
mile ride; lunch provid-
ed. To benefit St. Jude
Children’s Research
Hospital (723-7819 or e-
mail: wing-n-
it@verizon.net).

Aug. 30: Field of Flags set-up
9 a.m. – volunteers wel-
come – coffee, cocoa and
donuts, Warren County
Memorial Park, 20050 Rt.
6.

Aug. 30-Sept. 28: Crary Art
Gallery, "Wilderness at 50:
Photographic Reflections
on the Legacy of Tionesta
Visionary Howard Zahnis-
er," large photographs of
the nation's wilderness ar-
eas by nationally promi-
nent photographers Robert
Glenn Ketchum, Craig
Blacklock, Anthony Cook,
Clyde Butcher, Marc
Muench, Robbie George
and others, celebrating the
50th anniversary of the
Wilderness Act of 1964,
authored by Howard Zah-
niser, a Tionesta native. In-
cluding the winner(s) of the
Wilderness Photo Contest.
Public opening reception,
6-9 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
30. Meet the photogra-
phers at 7 p.m. Gallery talk
by former president of the
Wilderness Society Bill
Meadows and Mathias
Zahniser, son of the
Wilderness Act author
(open Labor Day).

Aug. 31: Tidioute Fishing
Tournament benefit turkey
party, Tidioute Fire Hall,
doors open, 6:30 p.m.; raf-
fles start, 7:30 p.m.

Sept. 5: Music in the Park
sponsored by Northwest
Savings Bank, “Old Dawg
Bluegrass,” Soldiers &
Sailors Park, Hickory St. at
Pennsylvania Ave. W.,
Warren, 7-9 p.m.

Sept. 6: Mile of Candles
placement, 9 a.m. – volun-
teers welcome – coffee,
cocoa and donuts, Warren
County Memorial Park,
20050 Rt. 6.

Sept. 6-7: 35th annual Wild
Wind Folk Art & Craft Fes-
tival, Warren County Fair-
grounds, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
rain or shine.

Sept. 9-10: WGHAuxiliary will
sponsor a "Pittsburgh
Sports" sale, 7 a.m.-4
p.m., outpatient lobby of
the hospital. Items will be
available for the Steelers,
the Pirates & the Pen-
guins.

Sept. 11: Patriot's Day - Free-
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Friends of Allegheny Wildernes Executive Director Kirk Johnson
and Crary Art Gallery Board of Directors Vice President Thomas

Paquette hang Kevin Ebi’s pictures.

Thomas Paquette hangs one of Robert Glenn
Ketchum’s photographs for the show.

Paquette and Johnson unload some of the photographs
in preparation for the show.
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